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rains, which there fall more frequently than in sum-
mer. We ate no other fruit there than watermelons.
If they knew how to till their soil, they would have
fruits of all kinds.

In the evening, the elders held a secret council, in
regard to the design entertained by some to break
our heads and rob us; but the Chief put a stop to all
these plots. After sending for us, he danced the
calumet before us, in the manner I have already
described, as a token of our entire safety; and, to
relieve us of all fear, he made me a present of it.

Monsieur Jolliet and I held another Council, to
deliberate upon what we should do—whether we
should push on, or remain content with the discovery
which we had made. After attentively considering
that we were not far from the gulf of Mexico, the basin
of which is at the latitude of 31 degrees 60 minutes,
while we were at 33 degrees 40 minutes, we judged
that we could not be more than 2 or 3 days’ journey
from it; and that, beyond a doubt, the Missisipi river
discharges into the florida or Mexican gulf, and not to
The east in Virginia, whose sea-coast is at 34 degrees
latitude,— which we had passed, without, however,
having as yet reached the sea,— or to the west in Cali-
fornia, because in that case our route would have
been to The west, or the west-southwest, whereas
we had always continued It toward the south. We
further considered that we exposed ourselves to the
risk of losing the results of this voyage, of which
we could give no information if we proceeded to
fling ourselves into the hands of the Spaniards who,
without doubt, would at least have detained us as
captives. Moreover, we saw very plainly that we
were not in a condition to resist Savages allied to



